
JOEY ENGLISH
House Show Guide 

No two house concerts are the same. They are arguably the most alive type of live-show. There’s 
a certain vulnerability about a house show — a greater sense of openness and closeness between 
the artist and the audience. It’s a two-way street, a back-and-forth, a kind of dance in the living 
room. When we talk about great house concerts we don’t talk only about the performance, we 
talk about our experience with the performance. There’s something about these small intimate 
spaces that gets us in touch, that allows us to see past our whiskers, or our cell phones, or our 
deadlines; that helps us to zoom out for a moment of whatever we’re stuck in and to simply be. 

As someone who’s been performing live music for over a decade, I cannot capture enough in 
words my affinity for the house show. There’s something for all of us in this folk tradition. I 
extend my deepest gratitude to you for your desire and willingness to host such an event!  

Below are some points to help you navigate through the process of hosting: 

SPREAD THE WORD  

I’m happy to play for two people (sincerely), but I’m looking for at least 15 people to fill out the room and create a 
fuller concert experience. Most of the audience — about 90 percent — will be people you know or friends of theirs. 
If you would like to keep the show private to your invitees please let me know.


Promotion consists mostly by Word of Mouth, Texting, Phone Calls and Social Media posts. We can be in touch 
about promotion and I’m ready to help you with anything you need (pictures, write-ups, bio etc…)


Here’s some promo ideas — make postcards, or send out an e-vite or email (or all of the above). A Facebook event 
is a good home base to direct guests to for show information. Be sure to write an event description (feel free to copy 
and paste something from joeyenglish.net); insert date and time; let them know a donation is highly suggested; if 
you’re planning a potluck or snacks spell it out here; and remind everyone this is a BYOB event (unless you want to 
provide beverages).


Start letting people know about the show a month before — word of mouth, email, handouts. Then again at two 
weeks, and make a last round of phone calls or emails the week of the show. Then let it go — I want you to enjoy 
the show as well!


SETTIN UP THE ROOM 

Create a “stage” area — choose the spot that will be the focal point of the audience such as in front of a fireplace, or 
in a corner or at the french doors (or wherever you want!). Arrange the seating to face the stage area. Use couches, 
any available chairs in the home, pillows, rugs, (if you don’t feel you have enough seating ask guests to bring a 
folding chair). 


HOSTING 

At a Joey English house concert the music usually lasts about an hour. If there are two performances they may each 
last about 40 minutes with a 10-20 minute intermission. I will provide all the performance-related tools and gear. 
Usually people will gather to socialize or snack 30 min before showtime and in-between sets. It’s a good idea to get 
some volunteers (and give them free admission!) who can help with coordinating refreshments and with collecting 
money at the door.


MONEY 

After the performance, I request that you, the host, ask the audience for donations. An “ask” from you carries more 
trust than it does coming from me (a complete stranger to many). We’ll discuss this more, but in general, this is what 
allows me to continue doing this. I want to honor the spirit of the donation as something  that fosters the integrity of 
these types of shows, and as something that further brings people together into community. So I keep it open to 
however much someone feels moved to give. After your “ask” I’ll direct people’s attention to the merch table etc and 
thank them for participating in this style of performance art. 


THANK YOU FOR PARTICIPATING IN THIS LASTING TRADITION WITH ME — I LOOK FORWARD TO 
MEETING YOU AND TO FORGING NEW FRIENDSHIPS!

http://joeyenglish.net

